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Introduction1. 

2009, Afghan voters returning to the polls for the Wolesi Jirga

in Afghanistan.1

2 With seats 

and candidates over the current political dissatisfaction and the future of Afghanistan. 

the election process, and in some cases they are actually encouraging violence that 

understandings of and approaches to elections.

serve as an opportunity for individuals and groups to increase their political capital 

of Afghanistan.

1  This paper is part of series on representative democracy in Afghanistan, including, most recently, Anna 
Larson, “The Wolesi Jirga

Wolesi Jirga
Wolesi Jirga
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Taking Advantage of Insecurity2. 

had not defended the rights of their communities.

of discrediting the entire election. Additionally, the fact that the Independent Election 

further complicated the politics of insecurity.3 For instance, in a province in the north of 
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Innovation and Imitation: Adapting Campaigning3. 

increased outreach using a variety of media such as television, radio and Internet. 

that the Wolesi Jirga has done little for local communities. As one voter complained, “They 

candidates are initially focusing on the fact that the main duty of the Wolesi Jirga is 

4 candidates 

commonly attempted to negotiate for resources for their community or for themselves, in exchange for 
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More than Just Winning and Losing4. 

areas.5
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Campaigns and Competing Forms of Authority 5. 

6
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6. 

voters through legal or illegal means. Most respondents felt that the IEC had made no 

parliament.
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7. 
Afghanistan

voters, the solutions are often not as simple as providing more soldiers to protect polling 

or even representative governance, to Afghanistan. Instead, the Afghan government 
and international organisations need to take the challenges of the 2010 election as 
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#The Wolesi Jirga
  Larson

June 2010 #The Wolesi Jirga

June 2010 #

May 2010  # Wolesi Jirga Election and  

May 2010  #

May 2010  #

May 2010  #

April 2010  #

April 2010  #
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